Take Up Your Cross KZ Lesson 9/5/21
Memory Verse:
Target  Thought: It is how we live for Jesus everyday that counts.
I have something to show you. (Hold up one of the crosses.) You know what this is, don't you? Of course you do, it’s a cross. (Show each cross, explain its function or uniqueness, and pass it around for kids to look at.)
Every day we see crosses all around us. People wear them as jewelry, hang them on the wall, use them as key chains.  Some people have them on their Bible. When you pass by a church, you might see a cross on the steeple.
One day, as Jesus and His disciples were walking along a road, Jesus asked them, "Who do people say that I am?"
The disciples answered, "Some say John the Baptist or one of the prophets."
"And who do you say that I am?" Jesus asked.
Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Messiah."
Peter was right, but Jesus told him to keep it quiet for the time being.  We all have to decide who Jesus is for us, for example is He just a good teacher, a Prophet, or is He our Savior, our Lord and King? Jesus said, "It is necessary for me to suffer many terrible things. I will be arrested, tried, and killed. But after three days I will rise again."
Peter didn't like that! He took Jesus aside and told Him to stop talking like that.
But Jesus reprimanded Peter. He said, “You’re looking at things from a human point of view, not from God’s." Jesus was thinking of all of us and He knew about eternity, us living with Him forever.
Then Jesus called the crowd of people who had gathered around to come and join Him and His disciples. "If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me. We take up our cross (our responsibilities and duties to Jesus) by living for Jesus everyday, by doing and saying what He would do and say. WWJD,WWID. If you try to hang onto your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it."
So, what does this mean for us? It means that we have a Savior, Jesus Christ, who was willing to give up everything so we can have everlasting life. It also means that those of us who want to be His followers must also be willing to take up our own crosses, give up everything, and follow Him.
The cross is so much more than a piece of jewelry, a work of art, or a decoration on a steeple. It’s a reminder of our Savior's great love for us and our call to follow Him!
God, thank You for loving us so much that You sent Your Son to die on a cross. As His disciples, help us to take up our crosses and follow Him. In Jesus' name, amen.
1. Do we all have to decide who Jesus is to us?
2. What was Jesus thinking about when He was talking about the cross?
3. How do we take up our cross and follow Jesus?




